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Croatia Round Zero – is a simply well guessed name for the first real professional Taekwondo Tournament which was held in Zagreb last night.

Little hall of Dom sportova was quite properly filled up considering circumstances in which the Tournament was held: extremely cold, windy snow imbued night in Zagreb, and practically parallel football game between Macedonia and Croatia.
Ambient in the hall was also very good to which, with numerous light-sound effects, numerous real international Taekwondo audience made from participators of Croatia Open which is being held in Zaprešić this weekend, have contributed. 
Tournament itself was open by Mayor of Zagreb Milan Bandić, who was awarded with honorary black belt 1st dan for his engagement. 

Tournament of eight fighters:

Quarter finals

1st fight: Mići Kuzmanović (Croatia) – Park Young Se (Korea)

Kuzmanović attacks from the 1st second with, mostly technically rough, but efficient attacking techniques. The Korean survives cannonade hardly and after 3 knock-downs in the 1st round, the fight is terminated, and Kuzmanović goes to the semi-finals.
2nd fight: Daler Tyuryaev (Tajikistan) – Andrej Krylov (Russia)

Daler starts the fight better, and Krylov is being counted first, but the Russian turns the situation very quickly, 1st round finishes with a tide score.  The Russian attacks in series and strikes Tajik with combinations in the 2nd round, Tajik mostly collects negative points. Score is 5:-1 for Krylov.

3rd fight: Rostami Morteza (Iran) – Ramiz Malić (B&H)

This fight brought 2 different approaches: Morteza is mostly forcing kicks, and Malić punches. Since Taekwondo is a sport in which kicks pass better and score better, the final score was on Iranian’s side, which goes to the semifinals with 4:2. 

4th fight: Wojtek Kaszowski (Canada) – Pak Kwang Hyok (North Korea)

Difference in weight and strength was visible between these two fighters. Pak has mostly shown skillful dodging, while Kaszowski was focused on delivering blows. The final score 9:0 for the Canadian suggest the best whose tactics was more successful. 

1st semifinal: Mići Kuzmanović – Andrej Krylov 

The audience and Mići were encouraged with quarterfinal fight and Kuzmanović has started strongly with the fight, but he was welcomed by a different opponent than in quarterfinal. Krylov, on the other hand, has repeated everything good from his quarterfinal fight, speed and combinations where his strong points again. He built his way to the finals patiently, he didn’t yield for a second, final score 8:-1 for Krylov.
2nd semifinal: Rostami Morteza – Wojtek Kaszowski
Similar to first Morteza’s fight, he attacks with kicks, and his opponent uses his hands more. With the difference that Morteza and Wojtek started with the real fight from the first second, without manoeuvring, but the umpire calms them anyway. In the continuation of the first round attacking techniques are coming abroad, but not the points, round ends 2:0 for Kaszowski. But this wasn’t just the end of the round, but also the fight, because Morteza has hurt his leg during one of attacks rotation, and he surrenders the fight before 2nd round began.

Finals:

for 30.000 USD award and 

title of the winner of Croatia Round Zero tournament 

Andrej Krylov (Russia) – Wojtek Kaszowski (Canada)

Final duel is a copy of earlier fights of these 2 fighters. Canadian uses his great physical strength, and attacks aggressively mostly by punches, while the Russian enters the fight slowly, the umpire even counts him at the beginning, but as the round moves away he gradually takes the initiative, using his advantage in speed, and fantastic combination of attacking techniques. After one of Canadians attacks, Krylov counters him with strong and precise direct which knocks Kaszowski down, who doesn’t recover from the punch. That was a punch worth exactly 30.000 American dollars. 
Russian Taekwondo fighter Andrej Krylov, multiple European ITF champion, therefore absolutely deserves the prize and trophy of the winner of the tournament, because he has shown self-confidence, supremacy, speed and technical superiority in all three fights, in which other fighters couldn’t counteract him.
In the pause between semi finals and final mini tournament in power test was held (which was actually maxi soap, because of three rounds) in which Ramiz Malić from Bosnia and Herzegovina celebrated.  
